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Meeting was called to Order at 9:00 a.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Present: Commissioner Jim Gelios, Commissioner Lynn Grim, Commissioner Jack Kleinhardt, Commissioner Rick 
LaBoda, Commissioner Karen Lipovsky and Commissioner Leonard Strouse. 

Absent: Commissioner Dale Majewski 

Others Present, Signing In: Susan Acton, Terry Acton, McClain, Stan Lewis, Robert Buckley, Vickie Buckley, Ginnie 
Collins, Steve Hall, Nancy Petree, Marybeth Denton, Sharon Jeffery, Michelle Stiglich, Shari Spoelman, 
Michelle Neff, Michelle Ambrozaitis, Frank Olsen, Gerald Cottrell and Ray Elliott 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
It was moved by Commissioner Lynn Grim, seconded by Commissioner Karen Lipovsky, to approve the agenda with 
changes as noted below. Motion carried. 

Add: Under Health and Human Services, Senior Millage Request 
Add: Under Finance, Budget Adjustment #14-119 
Remove: Under Justice, Agreement for Inmate Health Care Services 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Commissioner Karen Lipovsky, seconded by Commissioner Leonard Strouse, to approve the minutes 
of the June 18, 2014, Board Meeting as presented. Motion carried. 

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT 
Susan Acton, spokesperson, along with a number of other Hayes Township residents appeared to discuss an issue 
about dog problems. They reported that an individual is letting dogs run loose and that the dogs are aggressive and 
people around are concerned. It was reported that the owner has already had six tickets. Chairperson LaBoda stated 
that he could not control or promise anything and that there is a very fine line in what can be done. He stated that it is 
a call made by the District Court Judge. There would be follow-up on the matter. 

COMMUNICATIONS LIST: 
• Department of the Army, Detroit District , Corps of Engineers, Notice for Public Comment Relevant to a 

Proposed Ruling Defining the Scope of Waters Protected Under the Clean Water Act 
• Oceana County, Resolution Supporting Local Community Stabilization and Personal Property Tax Report 

Without Raising Taxes 
• Huron County, Resolution #14-94C Supports HCR31 Calling for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

and the Army Corps of Engineers to Withdraw Their Proposed Rule Expanding the Definition of "Waters of the 
United States" Under the Clean Water Act 

• Huron County, Resolution #14-95C Opposing HB 5097, SB 850 and Any Similar Bills That Would Reverse the 
Cost Management Tools Put in Place By Changes to PERA 

• Lake County, Resolution #06/25/14 1313, Board of Commissioners Opposing the Development of an 
Underground Nuclear Waste Facility 

ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 
Administrator Tracy Byard distributed literature on Proposal 1 that will be on the August 5th ballot. She stated that Jim 
McBride provided a presentation that she attended and it explained the proposal very well. She suggested putting the 
literature received on the website and discussion followed with a decision not to do so. She also distributed 
information from Brian Anderson of Middle Michigan Development Corporation and discussed what they are presently 
doing. MMDC will be having a strategic planning session that will include her and will also likely include Commissioner 
Grim. Also, she noted that there has been information in the news relevant to a Supreme Court ruling on fees being 
collected by courts. Commissioner Grim interjected that she had heard that there are many courts that have already 
ceased collecting fees. Administrator Byard did report that she had talked with Darrell Schlese and he indicated that it 
was for new fees. Commissioner Kleinhardt stated that the Detroit News had an article and said that it would definitely 
impact counties negatively. 
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SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
Shari Spoelman of MSUE appeared before the Board, distributed the MSUE Annual Report to Clare County and then 
went through the report providing program details and highlights. She provided an overview of Programs for Children 
and Youth including 4-H, Agriculture, Health and Nutrition and Greening Michigan. She introduced the staff and 
commended them for the job that they do. 

Jennifer Martin of Cadillac Insurance, appeared before the Board to discuss health care trends, costs and renewal 
options. She reported that Blue Cross did report a loss so an increase is justified and there would be a 22% increase 
in costs for BCBS and a 6.9% increase for Blue Care Network. Ms. Martin also called attention to an additional new 
provider, "Consumers Mutual Insurance" for consideration. She stated that she was confident in their ability to deliver 
good quality service at competitive rates. She noted that there were other options available as well. She suggested 
that a change in a deductible could reduce the projected increase of 22% to 15%, a savings of 7%. Meetings would be 
moving forward with the Unions to discuss health care issues in the near future. 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR USDA REHAB FUNDING WAS OPENED AT 10:00 a.m. by Chairman Rick LaBoda 

Lori Ware, representing Community Development appeared before the Board to request approval to apply for a 
Community Development Block Grant in the amount of $50,000.00. The money would be utilized for housing 
preservation grant funds to leverage the community development block grant funds for place-making areas for 
homeowner rehab which would be in the City of Harrison, Hayes Township and the Village of Farwell. There is a need 
for additional funding for wells, septic systems and home repairs. At the present time there are approximately forty-
seven people on the waiting list. This is grant funded at 0% interest and is discharged at a rate of 20% per year. The 
program is similar to other programs offered in the past. 

JUSTICE 
Michelle Am brozaitis, Prosecutor came before the Board to discuss a desire to have bullet proof glass installed at the 
transaction window in her office stating that she didn't have it within her budget to buy. She presented an estimate 
from Total Security Solutions at a cost of $2,814.00. Commissioner Jim Gelios offered a motion in support but it died 
for lack of a second with no further discussion on the matter. 

Undersheriff Dwayne Miedzianowski and Tom Brubaker of the Sheriffs Department and 9-1-1 Center, respectively 
came before the Board to discuss the need to establish a back-up 9-1-1 Center. At the present time if the center goes 
down they explained that one-half of the calls go to Gladwin and one-half of the calls go to Meceola. With a back-up 
center in Clare dispatch could move to Clare to operate. This would ensure redundancy. Gladwin and Meceola 
doesn't know our area and if power is out, while they would back-up the calls, there is no communication with Clare 
County. Commissioner Strouse asked if there would be additional rental costs in the future owed to the City of Clare 
and the response was "NO". At this time, only Isabella County can sound out part of the south end of the county. If 
there are maintenance issues and the systems needs to go down for repairs, there is no coverage. The proposed 
center would be staffed by Clare County employees in the event of an emergency with no additional cost to Clare 
County. The request was to utilize money in the 261 fund to do this. 

It was moved by Commissioner Lynn Grim, seconded by Commissioner Leonard Strouse, to approve the Sheriff 
Department request to utilize $43,000 from the Dispatch 261 fund and establish an alternate back-up Dispatch Center 
in Clare. Motion carried. 

It was moved by Commissioner Karen Lipovsky, seconded by Commissioner Lynn Grim, to approve the Sheriff 
Department request to utilize an amount not to exceed $6,702.18 from the Dispatch, 261 fund, to complete the tower 
transition project from the existing tower to the new TransCanada tower site within the county. Motion carried. 

Emergency Management Director Jerry Becker indicated that presently the south tower costs the county $3,600.00 in 
rental fees per year. In addition, there is a crumbling building that would need to be replaced. The agreement inked 
with TransCanada does not require any lease fees and they are helping support the project in many ways. EM 
Director Becker noted that the Clare County Transit and Farwell Schools will also be a part of the project and will pay 
their own respective portion of fees. 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
It was moved by Commissioner Lynn Grim, seconded by Commissioner Karen Lipovsky, to adopt the Region VII Area 
Agency on Aging's Annual and Multi-Year Implementation Plan for Fiscal Years 2014-2016 and to send a letter of 
support. Motion carried. 

It was moved by Commissioner Karen Lipovsky, seconded by Commissioner Lynn Grim, to appoint Tracy Byard as the 
delegate to represent Clare County and Pam Mayfield as the alternate delegate to attend the Annual Municipal 
Employee's Retirement System Meeting to be held in Detroit from September 24-26, 2014. Motion carried. 

Lori Ware, representing Senior Services, expounded on the need for additional funding to support the senior programs. 
With an additional 10,000 more meals being served this year over last, for this same time period, there is just not 
enough money go around. Meal payments are by donation only and while there is a suggested donation of $2.25 per 
meal, average donation for home delivered meals is $.81. There is also more money being spent on respite care and 
the waiting lists are getting longer. Services are extremely important. She requested that consideration be given for 
options to enhance funding. She has looked at outsourcing some of the Home Health Care. There will be an 
anticipated shortfall in the budget of $150,000 - $200,000. 
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Board Recessed at 10:45 a.m. 
Board Reconvened at 11:00 a.m. 

Clerk Pamela Mayfield distributed Closed Session Minutes from the June 18, 2014 Closed Session for review. 

It was moved by Commissioner Karen Lipovsky, seconded by Commissioner Leonard Strouse, to approve the closed 
session minutes of June 18, 2014. Motion carried. 

PUBLIC HEARING WAS CLOSED AT 11:01 a.m. by Chairman Rick LaBoda 

It was moved by Commissioner Lynn Grim, seconded by Commissioner Karen Lipovsky, to submit for the $50,000.00 
HPG rehab funding grant. Motion carried. 

PHYSICAL RESOURCES and ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-NONE 

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
It was moved by Commissioner Jack Kleinhardt, seconded by Commissioner Karen Lipovsky, to approve the Statutory 
Finance Committee Meeting Minutes June 24, 2014 in the amount of $101,585.10 and July 8, 2014 in the amount of 
$222,274.12. Motion carried. 

It was moved by Commissioner Jack Kleinhardt, seconded by Commissioner Leonard Strouse, to approve the 
expenditures for the month of June 2014 in the amount of $1,283,382.64 with the General Fund expenditures totaling 
$739,233.71. Motion carried. 

It was moved by Commissioner Karen Lipovsky, seconded by Commissioner Leonard Strouse, to approve Budget 
Adjustment #14-110 and #14-119 in the amount of $22,807.09 and $86,424.00 respectively. Motion carried. 

CLERK'S REPORT 
Clerk Pamela Mayfield distributed a letter of invitation received from the DNR about meetings being held in Gladwin 
and Clare Counties relevant to forestry planning. She noted that she had also received a letter from Department of 
Human Services requesting an appointee for the DHS Board to fill a vacancy created when Gerald Schmiedicke 
moved from Clare County making him ineligible to serve. 

Chairperson Rick LaBoda appointed Commissioner Jim Gelios to serve with Commissioner Leonard Strouse to serve 
as an alternate on the Department of Human Service Board. 

Clerk Mayfield also noted that she had received notification from SJX that they planned to do some directional drilling 
in Redding Township and that approximately 180 trainees have attended election inspector training with two session 
yet to go. In all, approximately 225 election inspectors will receive training. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
Treasurer Jenny Beemer-Fritzinger distributed a report that she had prepared on Clare County Financial Outlook. It 
included all long-term and short-term debt and obligations along with anticipated future spending. Discussion followed 
on same. Additionally she requested further clarification about the Drain Commission project as she was not at one of 
the meetings when discussions had taken place. 

COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
• Board Chair Rick LaBoda took the opportunity to inquire about the new coroner and feedback being received. 
• Commissioner Strouse took the time to discuss the problems elsewhere in the country with illeal aliens 

questioning if we could find that problem right here in Clare County. Additionally he inquired about the Road 
Commission and the departure of Ron Bushong indicating that he had heard that he was receiving a large 
payout at his departure. 

• Commissioner Grim reported that she had attended many meetings; attended a retirement for Deb Hoyt, 
financial director for Community Action; had attended a Broadband meeting; attended the Senior Service 
volunteer recognition dinner; attended the Habitat for Humanity fundraiser and noted that EMCOG is hiring a 
firm that will work with the prosperity regions that will inter-connect with adjacent prosperity groups to secure 
grant money. 

• Commissioner Cellos reported that he had attended a second graduation of recovery court amongst other 
meetings. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Raymond Elliott appeared before the Board and reported to them that he has filmed over nineteen garbage trucks that 
are traveling Clare County roads leaking what he believes to be "toxic" runoff and he said that everyone in this town 
should be concerned. He indicated that he is not asking for money he is asking for fresh air to breathe. He wants the 
people of the town to know. 

Gerald Cottrell and Frank Olsen both spoke of extended health problems for residents in the area that they reside and 
indicated that noxious odors are often present in that area. Mr. Olsen indicated that the problem has been ongoing for 
as long as twelve to fourteen years. He indicated that there is a higher than average rate of cancer and respiratory 
problems amongst area residents. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS-NONE 
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NEW BUSINESS 
Clerk Pamela Mayfield notified the Board about a letter of notification received from the Department of Licensing and 
Regulatory Affairs for the Remonumentation Program. The notification letter requested that the Board appoint, 
effective June 1, 2014 a Peer Review Group with notification to be sent to them. As per request of Surveyor, Paul 
Lapham the motion was made to appoint. 

It was moved by Commissioner Lynn Grim, seconded by Commissioner Karen Lipovsky, to appoint, the 
Remonumentation Peer Review Group, retroactive to June 1, 2014 of William Ruddell, Isabella County; Jerry Jones, 
Midland County and Larry Cavanaugh, Roscommon County to serve. Motion carried. 

There was a brief discussion on the landfill relative to the continuing concerns of those that live in that area. 

Meeting adjourned at 12:25 p.m. 

Clare County Board 	sioners 
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